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I wish  to  present  to  the  Latter- 
day  Saints  the  doctrine  of  the  res- 
urrection in  its  true  light.  To  sat- 
isfy the  philosophy  of  my  own 
mind  in  regard  to  this  doctrine  I 
shall  be  under  the  necessity  of  com- 
mencing with  the  works  of  God  as 
we  find  them  in  the  beginning,  or 
rather  the  beginning  of  the  history 
we  have  of  the  earth.  We  admit 
the  history  that  Moses  gives  of  the 
creation  or  organization  of  this 
earth,  as  stated  in  his  writings,  to 
be  correct.  The  philosophy  of  my 
mind,  with  all  the  experience  I 
have  gained  by  observation  and 
knowledge  of  facts,  tells  me  that 
there  is  nothing  made,  formed  or 
fashioned  without  a Being  to  make, 
form  or  fashion  the  same.  Then 
my  own  reasoning  teaches  me  that 
myself  as  a mechanic,  with  all 
others  upon  this  ea^th,  and  those 
also  who  dwell  in  the  heavens, 
when  we  commence  any  work  of 
mechanism  have  an  object  in  the 
same.  God  had  an  object  in  view 
when  he  framed  this  earth  and 
placed  vegetation  and  all  creatures 
upon  it,  and  man  was  brought  here 
for  the  high  object  of  an  increase  of 
wisdom,  knowledge,  understand- 
ing, glory  and  honor — each  and 
every  person,  creature  or  thing  in 
its  own  order  and  time,  that  all 
may  harmonize  together  and 


receive  this  glory  and  honor. 
The  particles  that  compose  the 
earth  were  brought  together  for  a 
certain  purpose  by  its  great  Author. 
This  purpose  was,  and  still  is,  to 
bring  this  earth  and  all  things  upon 
it  into  a higher  state  of  glory  and 
intelligence.  In  the  beginning 
there  were  laws  given  by  which  all 
natuie  was  to  be  governed  or  con- 
trolled. It  is  true  that  man  trans- 
gresses these  laws,  and  would 
change  them  if  he  had  the  power 
to  do  so.  But  there  are  laws  which 
he  cannot  disturb,  and  which  oper- 
ate regardless  of  man’s  actions. 
Among  these  is  the  law  which  per- 
tains to  the  resurrection  of  the  body 
of  man  and  also  to  the  resurrection 
of  the  earth;  for  this  earth  has  to 
undergo  a great  change, or,  in  other 
words^  has  to  be  resurrected. 

Abel,  the  martyr,  was  the  first 
man  of  whose  death  we  have  any 
account.  He  brought  his  offering 
to  the  Lord  and  was  accepted.  This 
proves  that  he  was  a righteous 
man,  and  by  his  righteousness  he 
so  far  sanctified  the  particles  of  this 
earth  that  comprised  the  compo- 
nent parts  of  his  body  that  they 
became  entitled  to  a glorious  resur- 
rection, which  he  undoubtedly  ob- 
tained when  Jesus  arose.  If  Abel 
had  been  eaten  by  dogs  or  lions, 
the  component  parts  of  his  body 
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never  could  have  gone  to  compose 
the  component  parts  of  any  other 
bodies.  Why?  Because  the  laws 
which  govern  the  elements  would 
not  permit  this  to  be  done. 

The  question  may  be  asked, 
Do  not  the  particles  that  compose 
man’s  body,  when  returned  to  mo- 
ther earth,  go  to  make  or  compose 
other  bodies?  No,  they  do  not. 
Borne  philosophers  have  asserted 
that  the  human  body.changes  every 
seven  or  ten  years.  This  is  not 
correct;  for  it  never  changes;  that 
is,  the  substances  of  which  it  is 
composed  do  not  pass  off  and  other 
particles  of  matter  come  and  take 
their  place.  Neither  can  the  par- 
ticles which  have  comprised  the 
bodies  of  men  become  parts  of  the 
bodies  of  other  men,  or  of  beasts, 
fowls,  fish,  insects  or  vegetables. 
They  are  governed  by  a divine  law, 
and  though  they  may  pass  from  the 
knowledge  of  the  scientific  world, 
that  divine  law  still  holds  and  gov- 
erns and  controls  them.  Man’s 
body  may  be  buried  in  the  ocean, 
it  may  be  eaten  by  wild  beasts,  or 
it  may  be  burned  to  ashes, and  they 
be  scattered  to  the  four  winds,  yet 
the  particles  of  which  it  is  compos- 
ed will  not  be  incorporated  into 
any  form  of  vegetable  or  animal 
life,  to  become  a component  part  of 
their  structure.  Are  they  gross, 
tangible,  and,  in  their  organized 
capacity,  subject  to  decay  and 
change?  Yes,  and  if  buried  in*the 
earth,  they  undergo  decomposition 
and  return  to  mother  earth;  but  it 
is  no  matter  how  minute  the  parti- 
cles are,  they  are  watched  over  and 
will  be  preserved  until  the  resurrec- 
tion, and  at  the  sound  of  the  trum- 
pet of  God  every  particle  of  our 
physical  structures  necessary  to 
make  our  tabernacles  perfect  will 
be  assembled,  to  be  rejoined  with 
the  spirit,  every  man  in  his  order. 
Not  one  particle  will  be  lost. 

I have  a few  questions  to  ask  the 
philosophical  world,  those  especial- 
ly who  are  well  skilled  in  chemis- 
try: Is  this  earth,  the  air  and  the 
water  composed  of  life,  or  do  they 
or  any  portion  of  them,  consist  of 
inanimate  matter,  or  of  that  that 
has  no  life  in  itself?  Another  ques- 
tion: If  the  earth,  air  and  water 


are  composed  of  life,  is  there  any 
intelligence  in  this  life?  The  phi- 
losopher may  take  his  own  time  to 
answer  these  questions,  and  when 
he  has  satisfied  himself  he  may  ask 
himself  again:  Are  those  particles 
of  matter  life;  if  so,  are  they  in  pos- 
session of  intelligence  according  to 
the  grade  of  their  organization?  As 
far  as  we  are  concerned  we  suggest 
the  idea  that  there  is  an  eternity  of 
life,  an  eternity  of  organization, and 
an  eternity  of  intelligence  from  the 
highest  to  the  lowest  grade,  every 
creature  in  its  order  from  the  Gods 
to  the  animalcule.  Bear  in  mind, 
you  who  are  believers  in  the  resur- 
rection or  in  the  works  of  God,  that 
man  has  sought  out  many  inven- 
tions and  has  striven  hard  to  learn 
the  mysteries  of  God  and  godliness 
by  his  worldly  wisdom,  yet  there 
are  many  things  which  science 
with  all  its  tests  cannot  find  out. 
Matter  may  be  divided  into 
an  infinitude  of  atoms  until 
they  pass  beyond  the  power  of  the 
microscope  to  discover  them,  and 
the  most  skillful  chemist  who 
dwells  upon  the  earth  knows  not 
whither  they  go.  My  position  is, 
and  which  I declare  to  the  .Latter- 
day  Saints,  it  is  beyond  the  power 
of  man,  without  revelation  from 
God,  with  all  his  science  to  know 
whether  these  particles  that  com- 
pose our  bodies  go  into  other  crea- 
tures to  form  the  component  parts 
of  their  bodies,  or  whether  they 
merely  pass  into  the  already  organ- 
ized body  to  resuscitate  it  and  con- 
tribute to  its  sustenance.  I declare 
to  the  Latter-day  Saints,  and  to  all 
living  upon  the  earth  who  have 
intelligence  to  understand,  that  the 
particles  that  comprise  the  compo- 
nent parts  Qf  our  bodies  will 
never  enter  into  other  bodies  to 
form  the  elements  of  their  bodies; 
but  these  very  identical  particles 
that  now  compose  our  bodies  will  be 
resurrected  aud  come  together  by 
the  power  of  the  trump  of  God 
and  will  be  re-united  to  form  the 
body — excepting  the  blood,  which 
will  not  be  necessary  to  our  exist- 
ence in  an  immortal  state — and  then 
be  prepared  to  receive  the  spirit, 
preparatory  to  their  exaltation. 
Query:  Would  not  the  particles 
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that  compose  the  body  of  our 
Savior,  according  to  their  intelli- 
gence, oppose  the  idea  of  becoming 
a part  of  any  other  body  but  his? 
Again  : Would  not  the  Saints, 
who  are  faithful  in  magnifying 
the  priesthood  of  the  Son  of  God, 
object  to  the  particles  which  now 
compose  their  bodies,  ana  which 
the>  have  sanctified  through  obedL 
ence  to  that  priesthood,  entering 
into  and  forming  parts  of  other 
bodies  than  their  own  — bodies 
which  their  spirits  had  not  pos- 
sessed and  of  which  they  knew 
nothing  in  this  life? 

Although  some  may  think  that 
the  substances  of  which  our  bodies 
are  composed  are  borrowed  for  our 
use  during  this  mortal  existence,  it 
is  not  so,  neither  will  they  be 
thrown  off  at  death  never  to  be  re- 
stored; and  though  in  the  resurrec- 
tion, the  bodies  of  the  righteous 
will  be  raised  immortal  and  free 
from  all  corruption  they  will  be 
none  the  less  tangible  or  percepti- 
ble to  the  touch  of  those  who  ure 
permitted  to  handle  them.  The 
question  may  be  asked:  Will  the 
bodies  of  those  wTho  do  not  observe 
the  laws  of  God,  and  which  are  not 
sanctified  by  obedience  to  them, 
come  forth  in  the  resurrection? 
Undoubtedly  they  will;  but  not  at 
the  same  time  nor  to  the  same 
glory  that  they  do  who  observe  the 
laws  of  God. 

The  earth,  also,  abideth  the  law 
a^d  filleth  the  measure  of  its  crea- 
tion, and  though  it  shall  die,  it 
shall  be  resurrected  in  glory,  a 
sanctified  creation,  suitable  for  the 
residence  of  celestial  beings.  The 
elements  will  be  burned  and  puri- 
fied, and  be  renewed;  but  not  one 
atom  of  the  earth's  organism  will 
be  lost;  for  that  which  is  governed 
by  law  shall  be  preserved  by  law. 
And  for  every  thing  which  our  God 
has  created  He  has  prescribed  laws. 
There  is  nothing  so  minute  as  to  es- 
cape his  notice,  there  is  no  creation 
so  immense  as  to  transcend  the 
bounds  of  his  power;  all  are  alike 
subject  to  the  operation  of  his  de- 
crees. He  called  matter  from  chaos 
and  created  the  earth, and  the  heav- 
ens are  studded  with  planets,  the 
glorious  workmanship  of  his  hands. 


He  has  hung  those  mighty  orbs  in 
space,  and  their  courses  are  fixed. 
And  by  the  exercise  of  his  power 
the  original  elements  which  have 
formed  the  bodies  of  men  will  be 
brought  forth  in  the  resurrection — 
bone  to  bone,  sinew  to  sinew,  flesh 
to  flesh,  not  one  hair  shall  be  lost — 
and  all  this  in  obedience  to  law, 
that  the  substances  which  have 
formed  the  tabernacles  of  men, or  of 
beasts,  or  of  fowls,  or  of  fish,  shall 
not  be  intermjugled  or  lost;  but 
shall  all  be  restored  to  their  own 
places  though  they  may  have  been 
swallowed  up  in  the  depths  of  the 
sea  or  been  scattered  to  the  four 
winds  of  heaven. 

To  illustrate  these  facts  connect- 
ed with  the  resurrection  of  the 
body,  we  will  quote  from  thereve- 
lations  which  the  Lord  has  given 
to  his  children: 

THE  TESTIMONY  OF  EZEKIEL. 

The  hand  of  the  Lord  was  upon 
me,  and  carried  me  out  in  the  Spirit 
of  the  Lord,  and  set  me  down  in 
the  midst  of  the  valley  w’hieh  was 
full  of  bones, 

And  caused  me  to  pass  by  them 
round  about:  and,  behold, there  were 
very  many  in  the  open  valley;  and, 
lo,  they  were  very  dry. 

And  he  said  unto  me,  Son  of  man, 
can  these  bones  live?  And  I ans- 
wered, O,  Lord  God,  thou  knowest. 

Again  ha  said  unto  me,  Prophesy 
upon  these  bones,  and  say  unto 
them,  O ye  dry  bones,  hear  Lhe 
word  of  the  Lord. 

Thus  saith  the  Lord  God  unto 
these  bones;  Behold,  I will  cause 
breath  to  enter  into  you,  and  ye 
shall  live: 

And  I will  lay  sinews  upon  you, 
and  will  bring  up  flesh  upon  you, 
and  cover  you  ydtli  skin,  and  put 
breath  in  you,  and  ye  shall  live; 
and  ye  shall  know  that  I am  the 
Lord. 

So  I prophesied  as  I was  com- 
manded: and  as  I prophesied,  there 
was  a noise,  and  behold  a shaking, 
and  the  bones  came  together,  bon© 
to  his  bone. 

And  when  I beheld,  lo,  the  sin- 
ews and  the  flesh  came  up  upon 
them,  and  the  skin  covered  them 
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above:  but  there  was  no  breath  in 
them. 

Then  said  he  unto  me,  Prophesy 
unto  the  wind,  prophesy,  Son  ot 
man,  and  say  to  the  wind,  Thus 
saith  the  Lord  God:  Come  from  the 
four  winds,  O breath,  and  breathe 
upon  these  slain,  that  they  may 
live. 

So  I prophesied  as  he  command- 
ed me,  and  the  breath  came  into 
them,  and  they  lived,  and  stood  up 
upon  their  feet,  an  exceeding  great 
army. 

Then  he  said  unto  me,  Son  of 
man,  these  bones  are  the  whole 
house  of  Israel;  behold,  they  say, 
Our  bones  are  dried,  and  our  hope 
is  lost:  we  are  cut  off  for  our  parts. 

Therefore  prophesy  and  say  unto 
them,  Thussaith  the  Lord  God:  Be- 
hold, O my  people,  I will  open  your 
graves,  and  cause  you  to  come  up 
out  of  your  graves,  and  bring  you 
into  the  land  of  Israel. 

And  ye  shall  know  that  I am  the 
Lord,  when  I have  opened  your 
graves,  O my  people,  and  brought 
you  up  out  of  your  graves. 

And  shall  put  my  spirit  in  you, 
and  ye  shall  live,  and  I shall  place 
you  in  your  own  land:  then  shall  ye 
know  that  I the  Lord  have  spoken 
it,  and  performed  it,  saith  the  Lord. 
— Ezek.  xxxvii,  1-14. 

THE  TESTIMONY  OF  JOB. 

For  I know  that  my  Redeemer 
liveth,  and  that  he  shall  stand  at 
the  latter  day  upon  the  earth : 

And  though  after  my  skin  worms 
destroy  this  body,  yet  in  my  flesh 
shall  I see  God : 

Whom  I shall  see  for  myself,  and 
mine  eyes  shall  behold,  and  not 
another;  though  my  reins  be  con- 
sumed within  me. — Job  xix,  25, 
26,  27. 

THE  TESTIMONY  OF  DANIEL. 

And  many  of  them  that  sleep  in 
the  dust  of  the  earth  shall  awake, 
some  to  everlasting  life  and  some  to 
shame  and  everlasting  contempt.— 
Daniel  xii,  2. 

THE  TESTIMONY  OF  LUKE. 

Now  that  the  dead  are  raised, 
even  Moses  shewed  at  the  bush, 


when  he  calleth  the  Lord  the  God 
of  Abraham,  and  the  God  of  Isaac, 
and  the  God  of  Jacob. — Luke  xx,37. 

And  as  they  thus  spake,  Jesus 
himself  stood  in  the  midst  of  them, 
and  saith  unto  them,  Peace  be  un- 
to you.  But  they  were  terrified  and 
affrighted,  and  supposed  that  they 
had  seen  a spirit. 

And  he  said  unto  them,  Why  are 
ye  troubled/  and  why  do  thoughts 
arise  in  your  hearts? 

Behold  my  hands  and  my  feet, 
that  it  is  I myself:  handle  me,  and 
see:  for  a spirit  hath  not  flesh  and 
bones,  as  ye  see  me  have. 

And  when  he  had  thus  spoken, 
he  shewed  them  his  hands  and  his 
feet. 

And  while  they  yet  believed  not 
for  joy,  and  wondered,  he  said  unto 
them,  Have  ye  here  any  meat? 

And  they  gave  him  a piece  of  a 
broiled  fish,  and  of  an  honeycomb. 

And  he  took  it,  and  did  eat  be- 
fore them. — Luke  xxiv,  36-43. 

THE  TESTIMONY  OF  JOHN. 

But  Thomas,  one  of  the  twelve, 
called  Didymus,  was  not  with  them 
when  Jesus  came. 

The  other  disciples  therefore  said 
unto  him,  We  have  seen  the  Lord. 
But  he  said  unto  them,  Except  I 
shall  see  in  his  hands  the  print  of 
the  nails,  and  put  my  finger  into 
the  print  of  the  nails,  and  thrust 
my  hand  into  his  side,  I will  not 
believe. 

And  after  eight  days  again  his 
disciples  Vere  within,  and  Thomas 
with  them:  then  came  Jesus,  the 
doors  being  .shut,  and  stood  in  the 
midst,  and  said  , Peace  be  unto  you. 

Then  saith  he  to  Thomas,  Reach 
hither  thy  finger,  and  behold  my 
bands;  and  reach  hither  thy  hand, 
and  thrust  it  into  my  side:  and  be 
not  faithless,  but  believing.  John 
xx,  24-27. 

Verily,  verily,  I say.  unto  you, 
The  hour  is  coming,  and  now  is, 
when  the  dead  shall  hear  the  voice 
of  the  Son  of  God:  and  they  that 
hear  shall  live. 

Marvel  not  at  this:  for  the  hour 
is  coming,  in  the  which  all  that  are 
in  the  graves  shall  hear  his  voice, 

And  shall  come  forth;  they  that 
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have  dor.e  good,  unto  the  resurrec- 
tion of  life;  and  they  that  have  done, 
^evil,  unto  the  resurrection  of  dam- 
nation.— John  v,  25,  28  and  29. 

Blessed  and  holy  is  he  that  hath 
part  in  the  first  rtsurrection:  on 
such  the  second  death  hath  no 
power,  but  they  shall  be  priests  of 
’God  and  of  Christ,  and  shall  reign 
with  him  a thousand  years. 

And  the  sea  gave  up  the  dead 
which  were  in  it;  and  death  and 
hell  delivered  up  the  dead  which 
were  in  them:  and  they  were  judg- 
ed every  man  according  to  their 
works. — Revelation  xx,  6,13. 

THE  TESTIMONY  OF  MATTHEW. 

And  the  graves  were  opened;  and 
many  bodies  of  the  saints  which 
slept  arose, 

And  came  out  of  the  graves  af- 
ter his  resurrection,  and  went  into 
the  holy  city,  and  appeared  unto 
many. — Mat.  xxvii,  52,  53. 

THE  TESTIMONY  OF  PAUIi. 

For  our  conversation  is  in  heav- 
en; from  whence  also  we  look  for 
the  Saviour,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ: 

Who  shall  change  our  vile  body, 
that  it  may  be  fashioned  like  unto 
his  glorious  body,  according  to  the 
working  wherebv  he  is  able  even 
to  subdue  all  things  unto  himself.— 
Philippians  iii,  20,  21. 

But  if  the  Spirit  of  him  that 
raised  up  Jesus  from  the  dead  dwell 
in  you,  he  that  raised  up  Christ 
from  the  dead  shall  also  quicken 
your  mortal  bodies  by  his  Spirit 
that  d welleth  in  you.— Romans  viii, 
11. 

Therefore  we  are  buried  with  him 
by  baptism  into  death:  that  like  as 
Christ  was  raised  up  from  the  dead 
by  the  glory  of  the  Father,  even  so 
we  also  should  walk  in  newness  of 
life. 

For  if  we  have  been  planted  to- 
gether in  the  likeness  of  his  death, 
we  shall  be  also  in  the  likeness  of 
his  resurrection,  Romans  vi.4,  5. 

For  if  the  dead  rise  not,  then  is 
not  Christ  raised: 

Aud  if  Christ  be  not  raised,  your 
faith  is  vain;  ye  are  yet  in  your 
sins. 

Then  they  also  which  are  fallen 
asleep  in  Christ  are  perished. 


If  in  this  life  only  we  have  hope 
in  Christ,  we  are  of  all  men  most 
miserable. 

But  now  is  Christ  risen  from  the 
dead,  and  become  the  firstfruits  of 
them  that  slept. 

For  since  by  man  camedeath,  by 
man  came  also  the  resurrection  of 
the  dead. 

For  as  in  Adam  all  die,  even  so 
in  Christ  shall  all  be  made  alive. 

But  some  man  will  say,  How  are 
the  dead  raised  up?  and  with  what 
body  do  they  come? 

Thou  fool,  that  which  thou  sow- 
est  is  not  quickened,  except  it  die: 

And  that  which  thou  sowesfc, 
thou  so  west  not  that  body  that  shall 
be,  but  bare  grain,  it  may  chance 
of  wheat,  or  of  some  other  grain: 

But  God  giveth  it  a body  as  it 
hath  pleased  him,  and  to  every 
seed  his  own  body. 

All  flesh  is  hoc  the  same  flesh: 
but  there  is  one  kind  of  flesh  of 
men,  another  flesh  of  beasts,  an* 
other  of  Ashes,  aoG(  another  of  birds. 

So  also  is  the  resurrection  of  the 
dead.  It  is  sown  in  corruption;  it 
is  raised  in  in  corruption: 

It  is  sown  in  dishonor;  it  is  raised 
in  glory:  it  is  sown  in  weakuess;  it 
is  raised  in  power: 

It  is  sown  a natural  body;  it  is 
raised  a spiritual  body.  Tnere  is  a 
natural  body,  and  there  is9a  spirit- 
ual body.— 1 Cor.  xv,  16-23,  35-39, 
42-44. 

For  if  we  believe  that  Jesus  died 
and  rose  again,  even  so  them  also 
which  sleep  in  Jesus  will  God  bring 
with  him. 

For  this  we  say  unto  you  by  the 
word  of  the  Lord,  that  we  which 
are  alive  and  remain  unto  the  com- 
ing of  the  Lord  shall  not  prevent 
them  which  are  asleep. 

For  the  Lord  himself  shall  de- 
scend from  heaven  with  a shout, 
with  the  voice  of  the  archangel, and 
with  the  trump  of  God:  and  the 
dead  in  Christ  shall  rise  lirst.— 
1 Thess.  iv,  14-16. 

THE  TESTIMONY  OF  A BIN  ADI. 

And  if  Christ  had  not  risen  from 
the  dead,  or  have  broken^the  bands 
of  death,  that  the  grave  should 
have  no  victory#  and  that  death 
should  have  no  sting,  there  could 
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have  been  no  resurrection.  But 
there  is  a resurrection,  therefore  the 
grave  hath  no  victory,  and  the 
sting  of  death  is  swallowed  up  in 
Christ:  he  is  the  light  and  the  life 
of  the  world;  yea,  a light  that  is 
endless,  that  can  never  be  dark- 
ened; yea,  and  also  a life  which  is 
endless,  that  there  can  be  no  more 
death.  Even  this  mortal  shall  put 
on  immortality,  and  this  corruption 
shall  put  on  incorruption,  and  shali 
be  brought  to  stand  before  the  bar 
of  God,  to  be  judged  of  him  accord- 
ing to  their  works,  whether  they 
be  good  or  whether  they  be  evil. — 
Book  of  Mosiah,  chap,  viii,  par.  9. 

THE  TESTIMONY  OF  JACOB. 

For  as  death  hath  passed  upon  all 
men,  to  fulfil  the  merciful  plan  of 
the  great  Creator,  there  must  needs 
be  a power  of  resurrection,  and  the 
resurrection  must  heeds  come  unto 
man  by  reason  of  the  fall;  and  the 
fall  came  by  reason  of  transgres- 
sion; and  because  man  became  fall- 
en, they  were  cut  off  from  the  pres- 
ence of  the  Lord;  wherefore  it 
must  needs  be  an  infinite  atone- 
ment; save  it  should  be  an  infinite 
atonement,  this  corruption  could 
not  put  on  incorruption.  Where- 
fore, the  first  judgment  which  came 
upon  man,  must  needs  have  re- 
mained to  an  endless  duration. 
And  if  so,  this  flesh  must  have  laid 
down  to  rot  and  to  crumble  to  its 
mother  earth,  to  rise  no  more. 

O the  wisdom  of  God!  his  mercy 
and  grace!  For  behold,  if  the  flesh 
should  rise  no  more,  our  spirits  must 
become  subject  to  that  angel  who 
fell  from  before  the  presence  of  the 
eternal  God,  and  became  the  devil, 
to  rise  no  more. 

And  because  of  the  way  of 
deliverance  of  our  God,  the  Holy 
One  of  Israel,  this  death  of  which 
I have  spoken,  which  is  the  tem- 
poral, shall  deliver  up  its  dead ; 
which  death  is  the  grave.  And 
this  death  of  which  I have  spoken, 
which  is  the  spiritual  death,  shall 
deliver  up  its  dead;  which  spirit- 
ual death  is  hell;  wherefore,  death 
and  hell  must  deliver  up  their  dead, 
and  hell  must  deliver  up  its  captive 
spirits,  and  the  grave  must  deliver 
up  its  captive  bodies,  and  the  bodies 


and  the  spirits  of  men  will  be  re- 
stored one  to  the  other;  and  it  is  by 
the  power  of  the  resurrection  of 
the  Holy  One  of  Israel. 

O how  great  the  plan  of  our  God! 
For  on  the  other  hand,  the  paradise 
of  God  must  deliver  up  the  spirits 
of  the  righteous  and  the  grave  de- 
liver up  the  body  of  the  righteous; 
and  the  spirit  and  the  body  is  re- 
stored to  itself  again,  and  all  men 
become  incorruptible,  and  immor- 
tal, and  they  are  living  souls,  hav- 
ing a perfect  knowledge  like  unto 
us  in  the  flesh;  save  it  be  that  our 
knowledge  shall  be  perfect. — 2nd 
Book  of  Nephi,  chap,  vi,  pars.  2,  5. 

THE  TESTIMONY  OF  AMULEK. 

For  behold,  the  day  cometh  that 
all  shall  rise  from  the  dead  and 
stand  before  God,  and  be  judged  ac- 
cording to  their  works.  Now,  there 
is  a death  which  is  called  a tempo- 
ral death:  and  the  death  of  Christ 
shall  loose  the  bands  of  this  tempo- 
ral death,  that  all  shall  be  raised 
from  this  temporal  death;  the  spirit 
and  the  body  shall  be  re-united 
again  in  its  perfect  form:  both  limb 
and  joint  shall  be  restored  to  its  pro- 
per frame,  even  as  we  now  are  at 
this  time;  and  we  shall  be  brought 
to  stand  before  God,  knowing  even 
as  we  know  now,  and  have  a bright 
recollection  of  all  our  guilt.  Now 
this  restoration  shall  come  to  all, 
both  old  and  young,  both  bond  and 
free,  both  male  and  female,  both 
the  wicked  and  the  righteous;  and 
even  there  shall  not  so  much  as  a 
hair  of  their  heads  be  lost;  but  all 
things  shall  be  restored  to  its  per- 
fect frame,  as  it  is  now,  or  in  the 
body.— Book  of  Alma,  chap,  viii, 
par.  10. 

THE  TESTIMONY  OF  ALMA. 

But  this  much  I say,  that  there 
is  a space  between  death  and  the 
resurrection  of  the  body,  and  a state 
of  the  soul  in  happiness  or  in  mis- 
ery, until  the  time  which  is  ap- 
pointed of  God  that  the  dead  shall 
come  forth,  and  be  re-united,  both 
soul  and  body,  and  be  brought  to 
stand  before  God,  and  be  judged 
according  to  their  works;  yea,  this 
bringeth  about  the  restoration  of 
those  things  of  which  have  been 
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spoken  by  the  mouths  of  the  pro- 
phets. The  soul  shall  be  restored 
to  the  body,  and  the  body  to  the 
soul:  yea,  and  every  limb  and  joint 
shall  be  restored  to  its  body;  yea, 
even  a hair  of  the  head  shall  not  be 
lost,  but  all  things  shall  be  restoied 
to  their  proper  and  perfect  frame. 
— Book  of  Alma,  chap,  xix,  par.  7. 

THE  TESTIMONY  OF  SAMUEL. 

For  behold,  he  [Jesus]  surely  must 
die,  that  salvation  may  come;  yea, 
it  behoveth  him,  and  becometh  ex- 
pedient that  he  dieth,  to.  bring  to 
pass  the  resurrection  of  the  dead, 
that  thereby  men  may  be  brought 
into  the  presence  of  the  Lord;  yea, 
hehold  this  death  bringeth  to  pass 
the  resurrection,  and  redeemeth  all 
mankind  from  the  first  death. — 
Book  of  Helaman,  chap,  v,  par.  8. 

THE  WORDS  OF  JESUS. 

And  it  came  to  pass  that  he  [Je- 
sus] said  unto  Nephi,  bring  forth 
the  record  which  ye  have  kept.  And 
when  Nephi  had  brought  forth  the 
records,  and  laid  them  before  him, 
he  cast  his  eyes  upon  them  and 
said,  verily  I say  unto  you,  I com- 
manded my  servant  Samuel,  the 
Lamanite,  that  he  should  testify 
unto  this  people,  that  at  the  day 
that  the  Father  should  glorify  his 
name  in  me,  that  there  were  many 
saints  who  should  arise  from  the 
dead,  and  should  appear  unto  many, 
and  should  minister  unto  them. 
And  he  said  unto  them,  were  it  not 
so?  And  his  disciples  answered 
him  and  said,  yea,  Lord,  Samuel 
did  prophesy  according  to  thy 
words,  and  they  were  all  fulfilled. 
And  Jesus  said  unto  them,  how  be 
it  that  ye  have  not  written  this 
thing,  that  many  saints  did  arise 
and  appear  unto  many,  and  did 
minister  unto  them?  And  it  came 
to  pass  that  Nephi  remembered 
that  this  thing  had  not  been  writ- 
ten. And  it  came  to  pass  that  J esus 
commanded  that  it  should  be  writ- 
ten; therefore  it  was  written  ac- 
cording as  he  commanded.— Book 
of  Nephj,  chap,  x,  par.  3. 

THE  TESTIMONY  OF  MORONI. 

And  because  of  the  redemption 
of  man,  which  came  by  Jesus 


Christ,  they  are  brought  back  into 
the  presence  of  the  Lord;  yea,  this 
is  wherein  all  men  are  redeemed, 
because  the  death  of  Christ  bring- 
eth to  pass  the  resurrection,  which 
bringeth  to  pass  a redemption  from 
an  endless  sleep,  from  which  sleep 
ail  men  shall  be  awoke  by  the 
power  of  God,  when  the  trump  shall 
sound:  and  they  shall  come  forth, 
both  small  and  great,  and  all  shall 
stand  before  his  bar,  being  re- 
deemed and  loosed  from  tbis  eternal 
band  of  death,  which  death  is  a 
temporal  death. — Book  of  Mormon, 
chap,  iv,  par.  6. 

WORDS  OF  JESUS  IN  BOOK  OF  DOC- 
TRINE AND  COVENANTS. 

Now,  verily  I say  unto  you,  that 
through  the  redemption  which  is 
made  for  you  is  brought  to  pass  the 
resurrection  from  the  dead.  And 
the  spirit  and  the  body  is  the  soul 
of  man.  And  the  resurrection 
from  the  dead  is  the  redemption  of 
the  soul;  and  the  redemption  of  the 
soul  is  through  him  who  quicken- 
eth  all  things,  in  whose  bosom  it  is 
decreed  that  the  poor  and  the  meek 
of  the  earth  shall  inherit  it.  There- 
fore it  must  needs  be  sanctified 
from  all  unrighteousness,  that  it 
may  be  prepared  for  the  celestial 
glory;  for  after  it  hath  filled  the 
measure  of  its  creation,  it  shall  be 
crowned  with  glory,  even  with  the 
presence  of  God  the  Father;  that 
bodies  who  are  of  the  . celestial 
kingdom  may  possess  it  forever  and 
ever;  for,  for  this  intent  was  it 
made  and  created,  and  foi  this  in- 
tent are  they  sanctified. 

And  again,  verily  I say  unto  you, 
the  rarth  abideth  the  law  of  a cel- 
estial kingdom,  for  it  filleth  the 
measure  of  its  creation,  and  trans- 
gresseth  not  the  law.  Wherefore  it 
shall  be  sanctified;  yea,  notwith- 
standing it  shall  die,  it  shall  be 
quickened  again,  and  shall  abide 
the  power  by  which  it  is  quickened, 
and  the  righteous  shall  inherit  it; 
for  notwithstanding  they  die,  they 
also  shall  rise  again  a spiritual  bodj  ; 
they  who  are  of  a celestial  spirit 
shall  receive  the  same  body  which 
was  a natural  body;  even  ye  shall 
receive  your  bodies,  and  your  glory 
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shall  be  that  glory  by  which  your 
bodies  are  quickened. 

And  there  shall  be  silence  in 
heaven  for  the  space  of  half 
an  hour  and  immediately  after 
shall  the  curtain  of  heaven  be 
unfolded,  as  a scroll  is  unfolded 
after  it  is  rolled  up,  and  the  face  of 
the  Lord  shall  be  unveiled;  and  the 
Saints  that  are  upon  the  earth,  who 
are  alive,  shall  be  quickened, and  be 
caught  up  to  meet  him.  And  they 
who  have  slept  in  their  gra  ves  shall 
come  forth;  for  their  graves  shall 
be  opened,  and  they  also  shall  be 
caught  up  to  meet  him  in  the 
midst  of  the  pillar  of  heaven:  they 
are  Christ’s,  the  tirstfruits:  they 
who  shall  descend  with  him  first, 
and  they  who  are  on  the  earth  and 
in  their  graves,  ‘who  are  first 
caught  up  to  meet  him:  and  all 
this  by  the  voice  of  the  sounding 
of  the  trump  of  the  angel  of  God. — 
Sec.  vii,  pais.  4,  6 and  27. 

For  a trump  shall  sound  both 
long  and  loud,  even  as  upon  Mount 
Sinai,  and  all  the  earth  shall  quake, 
and  they  shall  come  forth,  yea, 
even  the  dead  which  died  in  me, 
to  receive  a crown  of  righteous- 
ness, and  to  be  clothed  upon,  even 
as  I am,  to  be  with  me,  that  we 
may  be  one. 

And  the  end  shall  come,  and  the 
heaven  and  the  earth  shall  be  con- 
sumed and  pass  away,  and  there 
shall  be  a new  heaven  and  a new 
earth,  for  all  old  things  shall  pass 
away,  and  all  things  shall  become 
new,  even  the  heaven  and  the 
earth,  and  all  the  fulness  thereof, 
both  men  and  beasts,  the  fowls  of 
the  »ir,  and  the  fishes  of  the  sea; 
and  not  one  hair  neither  mote, 
shall  be  lost,  for  it  is  the  workman- 
ship of  mine  hand. 

But,  behold,  verily  I say 
unto  you,  before  the  earth  shall 
pass  away,  Michael,  mine  arch- 
angel, shall  sound  his  trump,  and 
then  shall  all  the  dead  awake,  for 
their  graves  shall  be  opened,  and 
they  shall  come  forth;  yea,  even 
all.— Sec.  x,  pars.  3,  6 and  7. 

For  the  day  cometh  that  the  Lord 
shall  utter  his  voice  out  of  heaven; 
the  heavens  shall  shake  and  the 
earth  shall  tremble,  and  the  trump 


of  God  shall  sound  both  long  and? 
loud,  and  shall  say  to  the  sleeping 
nations, Ye  saints  arise  and  live;  ye 
sinners  stay  and  sleep  until  I shall 
call  again. — Sec.  xiv,  par.  5. 

But  before  the  arm  of  the  Lord 
shall  fall,  an  angel  shall  sound  his 
trump,  and  the  saints  that  have 
slept  shall  come  forth  to  meet  me 
in  the  cloud;  wherefore  if  ye  have 
slept  in  peace,  blessed  are  you,  for 
as  you  now  behold  me  and  know 
that  I am,  even  so  shall  ye  come 
unto  me  and  your  souls  shall  live, 
and  your  redemption  shall  be  per- 
fected, and  the  saints  shall  come 
forth  from  the  four  quarters  of  the 
earth. — Sec.  xv,  par.  7. 

Yea,  and  blessed  are  the  dead 
that  die  in  the  Lord  from  hence- 
forth, when  the  Lord  shall  come, 
and  old  things  shall  pass  away, 
and  all  things  become  new,  they 
shall  rise  from  the  dead  and  shall 
not  die  after,  and  shall  receive  an 
inheritance  before  the  Lord,  in  the 
holy  city,and  he  that  liveth  when 
the  Lord  shall  come,  and  has  kept 
the  faith,  blessed  is  he;  neverthe- 
less it  is  appointed  to  him  to  die  at 
the  age  of  man;  wherefore  children 
shall  grow  up  until  they  become 
old,  old  men  shall  die;  but  they 
shall  not  sleep  in  the  dust,  but  they 
shall  be  changed  in  the  twinkling 
of  an  eye;  wherefore  for  this  cause 
preached  the  apostles  unto  the 
world  the  resurrection  of  the  dead. 
—Sec.  xx,  par.  13. 

EXTRACT  FROM  A REVELATION  TO 
THE  PROPHET  JOSEPH. 

And  in  that  day  Adam  blessed 
God  and  was  filled,  and  began  to 
prophesy  concerning  all  the  fami- 
lies of  the  earth,  saying,  Blessed  be 
the  name  of  God,  for  because  of  my 
transgression  my  eyes  are  opened, 
and  in  this  life  I shall  have  joy, 
and  again  in  the  flesh  I shall  see 
God. 

EXTRACT  FROM  THE  PROPHECY  OF 
ENOCH. 

And  righteousness  will  I send 
down  out  of  heaven:  and  truth  will 
I send  forth  out  of  the  earth, to  bear 
testimony  of  my  Only  Begotten; 
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his  resurrection  from  the  dead;  yea, 
and  also  the  resurrection  of  all 
men. 

THE  TESTIMONY  OF  JOSEPH  SMITH. 

As  concerning  the  resurrection, 
I will  merely  say  that  all  men  will 
come  forth  from  the  grave  as  they 
lie  down,  whether  old  or  young; 
there  will  not  be  “added  one  cubit 
to  their  stature,”  neither  taken 
from  it;  all  will  be  raised  by  the 
power  of  God,  having  spirit  in  their 
bodies  and  not  blood. — March  20, 
1842;  History  of  Joseph  Smith . 

There  are  two  kind  of  beings  in 
heaven,  viz.:  angels, who  are  resur- 
rected personages,  having  bodies  of 
flesh  and  bones.  For  instance, 
Jesus  said,  “Handle  me  and  see,  for 
a spirit  hath  not  flesh  and  bones  as 
ye  see  me  have.”  2nd.  The  spirits 
of  just  men  made  perfect — they 
who  are  not  resurrected,  but  inherit 
the  same  glory.  When  a messen- 
ger comes,  saying  he  has  a message 
from  God,  offer  him  your  hand,  and 
request  him  to  shake  hands  with 
you.  If  he  be  an  angel,  he  will  do 
so,  and  you  will  feel  his  hand.  If 
he  be  the  spirit  of  a just  man  made 
perfect,  he  will  come  in  his  glory; 
for  that  is  the  only  way  he  can  ap- 
pear. Ask  him  to  shake  hands  with 
you,  but  he  will  not  move,  because 
it  is  contrary  to  the  order  of  heaven 
for  a just  man  to  deceive;  but  he 
will  still  deliver  his  message.  If  it 
be  the  Devil  as  an  angel  of  light, 
when  you  ask  him  to  shake  hands, 
he  will  offer  you  his  hand,  and  you 
will  not  feel  anything:  you  may 
therefore  detect  him.  These  are 
three  grand  keys  whereby  you  may 
know  whether  any  administration 
is  from  God. — Thursday , February 
9,  1843;  History  of  Joseph  Smith. 

Whatever  principle  of  intelli- 
gence we  attain  unto  in  this  life,  it 
will  rise  with  us  in  the  resurrec- 
tion; and  if  a person  gains  more 
knowledge  and  intelligence  in  this 
life  through  his  diligence  and  obed-* 
ience  than  another,  he  will  have  so 
much  the  advantage  in  the  world 
to  come.  There  is  a law,  irrevo- 
cably decreed  in  heaven  before  the 
foundation  of  this  world,  upon 
which  all  blessings  are  predicated; 
and  when  we  obtain  any  blessiDg 


from  God,  it  is  by  obedience  to  that 
law  upon  which  it  is  predicated. 

The  Father  has  a body  of  flesh 
and  bones  as  tangible  as  man’s;  the 
Son  also:  but  the  Holy  Ghost  has 
not  a body  of  flesh  and  bones,  but 
is  a personage  of  spirit.  Were  it 
not  so,  the  Holy  Ghost  could  not 
dwell  in  us.  A man  may  receive 
the  Holy  Ghost, and  itjmay  descend 
upon  him  and  not  tarry  with  him.- 
— Sunday , April  2,  1843/  History  of 
Joseph  Smith. 

To  a remark  of  Elder  O.  Pratt’s, 
that  a man’s  body  changes  every 
seven  years,  Prest.  Joseph  Smith 
replied:  There  is  no  fundamental 
principle  belonging  to  a human 
system  that  ever  goes  into  another 
in  this  world  or  in  the  world  to 
come:  I care  not  what  the  theories 
of  men  are.  We  have  the  testi- 
mony that  God  will  raise  us  up, 
and  he  has  the  power  to  do  it.  If 
any  one  supposes  that  any  part  of 
our  bodies,  that  is,  the  fundamental 
parts  thereof,  ever  goes  into  another 
body,  he  is  mistaken.  — Friday , 
April , 7,  1843;  History  of  Joseph 
Smith. 

Speaking  of  eternal  duration  of 
matter,  I said — There  is  no  such 
thing  as  immaterial  matter.  All 
spirit  is  matter,  but  is  more  fine  or 
pure,  and  can  only  be  discerned  by 
purer  eyes.  We  cannot  see  it;  but 
when  our  bodies  are  purified,  we 
shall  see  that  it  is  all  matter. — 
Wednesday , May  17,  1843;  History 
of  Joseph  Smith. 

As  the  Father  hath  power  in 
himself,  so  hath  the  Son  power  in 
himself,  to  lay  down  his  life  and 
take  it  again,  so  he  has  a body  of 
his  own.  The  Son  doeth  what  he 
hath  seen  the  Father  do;  then  the 
Father  hath  some  day  laid  down 
his  life  and  taken  it  again;  so  he 
has  a body  of  his  own,  each  one 
will  be  in  his  own  body;  and  yet 
the  sectarian  world  believe  the 
body  of  the  Son  is  stuffed  into  the 
Father’s. 

Gods  havean  ascendancy  over  the 
angels,  who  are  ministering  serv- 
ants. In  the  resurrection,  some  are 
raised  to  be  angels;  others  are  rais* 
ed  to  become  Gods. — Sunday , June 
11,  1843;  History  of  Joseph  Smith. 
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